
Pre-AP Biology
……………………………………………………………………………...……
Contact Information
Instructor:
Ms. Hannah MacTaggart
Room #: 40
Phone: 831-633-5221X3240
Email: 
Hannah_mactaggart@nmcusd.org
• Email 
• Translation assistance is provided by 

the school upon request. Please 
reach out with questions. 
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Google Classroom Codes

Period 2: oew42oj
Period 3: eszfujx

Materials Needed
College ruled notebook (80-100 
pages)
Highlighter
Pen & Pencil
Working Chromebook

.

………………………………………………………………………….………

Course Description 
The Pre-AP Biology course emphasizes the 

integration of content with science practices—
powerful reasoning tools that support students in 
analyzing the natural world around them. This ability is 
one of the hallmarks of scientific literacy, and it 
cultivates a more sustainable pathway to numerous 
college and career opportunities in science as well 
as numerous natural and social sciences. This course 
focuses on the foundational biology knowledge and 
skills that matter most in preparing students for 
subsequent coursework in science.

Topics of Study:

Ecosystems

Evolution

Cell Systems

DNA
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Grading

Welcome Letter
Hello students! I am excited to share the fascinating world of Biology with you 
this year. It is nice to be back in the classroom. I know it will be an adjustment 
while we all re-learn how to do normal in-person schooling, but I think we are 
up to the challenge. In order to be successful in this class, it is very important 
that you communicate your academic needs to me. I want you to be 

successful in this class and I will give you every opportunity, but I need you to 
meet me halfway! Let’s make it a great year!

- - - - NMCHS | Fall 2021 - - -

Weighted Point System: 

Rubrics will be employed 
on all assignments to 
evaluate performance on 
learning goals.

Grading Scale
A 90-100%
B 80-89%
C 70-79%
D 60-69%
F < 60%

+/- grades may be 
applied to grades on the 
1% borderline if beneficial. 

mailto:Hannah_mactaggart@nmcusd.org
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Late Work Policy

Students will be held accountable for their own 

work and assignments should be submitted on 

time. 

-Students can earn up to 70% if the assignment is 

one day late unless previously approved with the 

teacher

-If an assignment is more than 1 day late, it may 

be turned in at any time for up to 50% of the 

original grade.

Absence Policy

-An absence does not excuse an assignment.

-If a student is absent for a test or quiz, the 

assessment will be given no later than lunch the 

day after the student is back in school. Failure to 

make up the assessment will result in a zero.

-If you are absent when an assignment is due it 

needs to be turned in ahead of time or emailed 

the day it is due.

-Students may ask for an extension in advance, 

which may be granted on a case-by-case basis.

-If you are absent you are expected to contact 

the teacher outside of class time for makeup 

work and instruction within 2 days of your 

absence.

It is your responsibility to get missing work or an 

alternative assignment, not the teachers

Personal Electronic Devices Policy:

-During instructional time, cell phones will 
not be permitted without the teacher's 
direct approval.

- If cell phones, headphones or electronic 
devices are visible without teacher 
approval they will be confiscated.

FAQ’s

.
Do you offer extra-credit?

In certain circumstances extra credit will be 

offered. However, if you do all the required 

work, you will not need extra credit.

Will there be tests?

There will be a few tests and quizzes, but 

students will mainly be assessed through 

written, performance-based, and project-

based assignments, with very limited 

traditional quizzes/tests.

How can I be successful in this class?

Complete the assignments on time. Make 

up any work that you miss. Pay attention 

and be respectful! 

Class Expectations

BE A NICE 
HUMAN

-At the start of each class students will respond 

to the warm-up on the board. 

-Be in your seat before the tardy bell rings. 

When the teacher is delivering instruction, 

students are expected to SLANT:  Sit up, -

Listen, Activate your thinking, Notice what is 

going on around you and Track the speaker. 

-Throughout the period’s lesson students are 

expected to work to the best of their ability. 

-Students should remain at their tables until 

dismissed by the teacher, NOT the bell.
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